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January 10, 1954 /
Dear Fellow Countrymen and Countrywomen, | greet you with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ

In the month of November, on the Sunday after broadcasting the first program of the
Rosary Hour in Detroit, | was returning to Buffalo by train. Again it happened as did before on
every trip, there were several seats available. Despite that, an elegantly dressed man took a
seat at my side. Elegantly dressed, yes, but not elegantly smelling because wafting through
the air was the scent of whom | call a “beer belly”. Oh my, | said to myself, | am going to
have a time with this good man who at an early hour seeks the joy of the bottle. And |
guessed right! Despite the fact that | held open a morning newspaper before me, | felt that
he was checking me out. He measured me up with his eyes to find out what this guy was all
about. Finally he uttered, “I take it you are a Catholic priest?” He sounded like a foreigner. |
replied him without much enthusiasm, “You are correct, Sir!” | thought perhaps | would
avoid any conversation. But | guessed wrong! He began to tell me about himself. In Detroit
there was seminar yesterday about the reasons for criminality and excesses of the elderly as
well as of older adolescents. After the affair which ended at four in the morning. | don’t know
why he chose that as the topic of conversation. He was a Franco-American descendant. His
father was English — the mother French. His parents did not profess any particular religion. He
added: “I am an infidel! — A pagan! Perhaps he thought | was going to lecture him or exorcise
him! | cleared my throat in a questioning way: “Well?” “What about it?” Evidently | had
awakened him from his toper. Because he began, “In attending the seminar | learned that the
main reason for crime was poverty; the second was the lack of playgrounds; the third: the lack
of education because of the lack of teachers. At that vital bit of information | threw him a
question? “Perhaps religion would serve as a determent to prevent criminal activity? Perhaps
religion would teach the elderly as well as the young some principles of morality by attacking
some of the propensity for criminal activity because of the fallen nature of man? His response: “I
don’t think any religion would be effective to do that.” | began to propose arguments to that. But
| didn’t get too far. My “Saint Thomas Aquinas” gave me his hand in leaving and left. And so
the title of my talk:

“RELIGION- MORALITY — CRIMINALITY”

Forty years ago, certain in the French parliament maintained: “Just as we evicted God
from our borders that is how we lost contact with the Christian way of life.” Reason rid us from
dogmatic entanglements, and therefore let French morality remove itself from Divinity and
become obsolete. Let us create an ethic of an earthly nature — a worldly ethic, beyond God and
religion!” What is he meaning of an “ethic?” Ethic is a teaching of Christianity; it is a teaching
based on the teaching of Jesus Christ. The motto set forth by the senator or French minister is
nothing new. From time to time some thinker, especially one who got rid of God, and wanted to
squelch the dictate of conscience — and create a nameless ethic, a personal ethic — a worldly
ethic. Under that moniker lay a hidden nefarious poison. In the beginning, such a harmful ethic
cruised through the mind and the uneducated, but in 1789 during the French revolution, there
occurs a separation of morality from Religion! Such was the writing of a noted French historian:
“perverse ideas distorted morality and were shed like a broad wave also among the people. A
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hoard, hungry for freedom, deposed and killed the king and dethroned God Himself. Reason,
the highest and most perfect entity took the place of God on the nation’s altars! With pride and
perversity the god of reason instead of the true God was worshiped. As a result man got rid of
God and fell into slavery. The terrible orgies with crimes and misdemeanors, staining eternally
the memory of that time, have blatantly demonstrated to which humanity can fall without the
leadership of religion. That's the report from a Frenchman about his nation, and, | guess no one
can accuse him of one sidedness. The moral revolution in France spread to other nations. It
happened with the capabilities of the medium of the press whose membership were non-
believers. Paris was generally the true have of the freethinkers. Speaking of the press, | have in
mind literature and poetry. The press, feeling a prior unknown freedom, started to attack
religion Christian moral views. Germany’s Nazi movement as well as communism was in on the
attack. The Catholic religion was considered the creation of the Clergy in order to rule or have
sway; the clergy were considered leeches and parasites; Religion inhibits progress; it is contrary
to reason and so on. The press got into saloons, made its way into homes it was breaking into
the alleys, dragging allegations of hideous sense of the brains fervent hatred of God, religion
and Christian morality. Literature and poetry got into the newspapers as well as the movies.
Press became prevalent with salacious literature in the form of romance novels and drama in
theaters. The church was ridiculed with its religious ceremonies, devotions; they presented evil
and transgression and sin in the light of alluring the lowest of human instincts. They praised
lewdness, lust, sensual pleasure, calling them natural virtues. They rekindled the minds and
imaginations of young people, leaving great devastation in the hearts and souls of the young!
School, rather schools also had an input and gave forth a wide reaching propaganda that one
can have morality without religion, without Christianity! And one author of this kind of
propaganda in France was Julius Ferry. In 1882, he made provisions for a law to be introduced
for teach a “general morality”. What he meant by the phrase, he tells us himself, “It | an eternal
morality which does not belong to any religious faith but which became ensconced deep within
the human consciousness. It is an old and significant morality which in reality was born from or
fathers and mothers and whose operation is regarded as a privilege.” So much for this
minister's enlightenment. Later the followers of the minister already openly explained was based
on the old and significant morality, which actually was not a morality at all! There is no God but
goodness of people, utility, outlook for good government and a healthy life. Let me mention
something about schooling in our country. In government schools, elementary and higher, there
is the exclusion of teaching religion. In addition, a school education is so conducted that
religion is looked up like some serious illness, from which every soul must be protected from
religion at all costs. What does this attitude entail for the future generations growing up? s it
possible to teach morality without religion? Can Catechism be replaced with gardens, boy
scouts and entertainments? In response, | am pointing to the delinquency of minors and young
people. Morality is dependent of Christian principles which are found in the Catechism and not
in sport and entertainments. It is true that here in the United States there exists ,a Society for
cultural ethics: or cultural traditions, but always on the basis of separating morality from religion.
We read in the American Constitution the following paragraph: “By cultural ethics we
understand the state in which, not depending on the beliefs of any religion, there is justice and
truthfulness, love of neighbor and mutual respect. The existing order of Christendom base
based on social need is to remove and replace it with the principles of nature. We often also
read the statement by various professors that morality depends on some kind of “personal
religion” or “individual religion” or “on the state of economics.” We have in our time many
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apostles, to propose a new gospel, a modern morality, always devoid of God and religion. That
kind of morality is the first and sure step to — immorality! One of these apostles wrote: “Morality
does not need religion but thanks to pure reasoning one can depend on human reason. This
practical reasoning results in obsessive pride and instead of obeying the commandments of
God, breaks them left and right. Is such a man moral? Another apostle maintains, “The object
and measure of morality is “the highest happiness of the greatest amount of people.” And so
the person is moral when he relies on his common sense.” The basis of this morality is
usefulness for the person and so all action is good if it brings good fortune, bad if it is devoid of
good fortune. Good fortune is named the lack of suffering. — Here something sounds wrong —
The individual is not allowed to sacrifice everything for the common good. The highest goal and
duty of a human on earth is not the social good, but is doing God's will and work for personal
salvation. And so man ought to always stand on guard of his eternal interests. Others again as
a principle or as they say the norm of morality, they put personal happiness as the norm. Not
only nice but directly in good style the world would look on such principles. Governance and
social order would be tuned topsy-turvy. No society could exist with such principles. Further,
every healthy outlook and this matter must admit that personal happiness as a morality would
deprive people of worth and goodness. As long as man is capable of being employed his life
has some worth and when the time comes when he cannot be employed, why live on and
suffer? And after that? What difference is that kind of life from its belief. In the end, there is
one more class of free thinking people: “The beginning and end of everything is the individual.
“Iin it exists for itself. Everything beyond by “I” — things and people — is my possession as far
as | have the will to encompass it all for myself. There is no responsibility for others, and so |
have not kind of morality! | do not recognize any God, any government, any societal laws that
people make. What unfathomable conceit, what a great stupidity to hold onto such morality,
which smells of egoism, impulse or an innate propensity to evaluate everything from the position
of personal interest and well-being and self-interest. And now after a somewhat too long
consideration of the musings of deep free thinkers let us examine the solid truth and reality.
What then is morality and what relationship does it have with religion from the aspect of
Christianity? God permits Himself to be known through the natural and the supernatural.
Thoughts and intentions of the divine architect and builder can be recognized by the great order
in the universe! Mankind can come to the existence of God through nature, beliefs and
principles. To Each person there is an unborn order, the basic moral principle: “Avoid evil and
do well.” And in that inborn recognition is he feeling and understanding that that directive, that
that moral manner of behaving, is the will of God. And on that basis, one can conclude other
moral obligations. In relationship to God in the first place. He recognizes, without difficulty, that
the Lord ought to receive honor; as a Father, he should be loved. He begins to recognize that
God is the caretaker of the moral order, and the disregard of that order, God ought to justly
punish man. And so in all nations, we find the urge to believe in some kind of God and the
recognition of paying honor to some kind of divinity, and especially the offering of sacrifices to
that God. Nations have the recognition that the mortal order is not from the free will of man but
is instituted through the will of God and instilled as such and the observance or that morality is
the true goodness of mankind and his worth and the breaking of it results in his loss after death
— and examining his relationship to his neighbor, man recognizes that man is created to live with
people; avoiding all that makes harmony difficult or leads to killing, stealing, deception etc. and
what is practiced should be love, mercy, justice and help! Reflecting at last upon his soul, he
has the obligation to order his life in such a manner that it should not be in contradiction of this
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moral order! | regard to the physical body - there exists the obligation of taking care of it and
keeping it in precious view and always under the control of his immortal soul. The Creator-God
revealed through the prophets and the teachings of Jesus Christ in the spiritual manner. Our
first parents did not keep the dictates of Gods, and the result was that they brought havoc on
the human race. However, He did not abandon humanity from Himself but in his infinite mercy
promised to send a Savior. God the Father kept His promise to send a redemptive Savior, Our
Lord Jesus Christ! Christ the Lord first taught then delegated his apostles and their followers to
spread the message worldwide. That Christian teaching has within itself a whole collection or
moral teachings given in part by the Savior Himself and delegated to the church. All moral rules,
which can be inferred from the guiding principles of reason, are also in Christendom. The
Christian morality does not tolerate the inherent morality, but complements it. All moral rules,
which can be inferred from the guiding principles of reason, are also in Christendom. They
prove in this instance the provisions of the Ten Commandments, which contain almost
exclusively moral indications, already dictated by an innate morality. The revelation on Mount
Sinai, and, later, the teaching of Christ, confirms them and again accepts them for common
observance. Christianity repaired some of the errors of the past which in the wake of centuries
past made their way into human consciousness, for example those related to the knowledge of
God, neighbor, justice, and so forth, but did not abandon those constructed by human reason.
In addition, Christian morality consists of many rules, which represent, specify, and complement
the natural law, either concerning unity, family, social power and the like. The whole
complement of the commandments of Christ and the Church is called Christian morality, which
is proper to the Christian and should be distinguished from other religions. What is moral is that
which jives with the will of God. — What is evil is that which does not jive with the will of God. —
And now the question: What is religion? Religion in the broadest sense of the word is the
relationship of God with man. Religion is also named: paying honor to God. Or the action of
praising God. We delineate religion as the total sum of truths, pertaining to God and the
relationship of man to God. - It follows from this definition that atheists, materialists, pantheists
and agnostics cannot believe in God. What then is the relationship or morality to religion? If we
maintain that honor, respect and obedience to God’s commands then religion constitutes a part
of our moral obligations; those obligations which | have mentioned before which dictate our
relationship to God, to our neighbor and to self. Our relationship with God is Religious or the
responsibility of giving honor to God and has a direct connection with morality. Therefore when
there is a total ignoring of religion, one cannot say that one is moral or virtuous. If by religion we
mean the total number of truths pertaining to the relationship to God then accepting the total
number of obligations is the foundation of morality. Without God this basic foundation this mo-
ral state is impossible. One can say that what the historian, Livingston maintained that all
African nations even those bereft of civilzation’s force, held some sort of moral connection to the
Divinity. He maintained that their conception of evil is not totally different than ours. Bad talk,
hatred, disobedience to parents, not respecting them, theft, lying, murder, were European in
nature, in the teachings and the moral postures. Every human being has to have some objective
different from his personal one to serve a higher power, to tend to perfection. And what is the
goal of mankind? The common goal is a sense of existence is God Himself and His glory. ltis
in pursuit of this goal which finds satisfaction and happiness in man. In attaining this goal man
realizes that is the source of his happiness. Does morality have a special relationship to man’s
happiness? There is experiential conviction that morality does not automatically produce
happiness. Suffering is a condition that human beings cannot avoid. There is plenty of poverty
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to come to this conclusion. Happiness is not something that is absolute. Example: Goethe the
poet had everything that the heart would desire: He was a genius, had great abilities, and was
very fortunate, great honor, praise and respect. And after a long life, he said, “My life was
nothing more than hard work and boredom; one may say that in my 75 years on earth | didn’t
even have a month’s worth of happiness.” One had to always carry the weight of a boulder.”
The teaching of Christ constantly unhinges a good connection between happiness and morality.
According to that teaching the moral order and happiness are not enemies. Man seeks a
perfect happiness in a life after death. He awaits happiness after a moral life before his death
where happiness will be lasting and complete. And it will be greater according to his
undergoing his life in a greater connection with God.




